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1 JOHN IVV. 1. 


Beloved, believe not every Spirit, but try the 
Spirits, whether they are of God: becauſe 
many falſe Prophets are gone out into 7 70 
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| PI © 1. E Words before us contain two 
Dated IE 
„ | Things, Viz | 
*g N A ſolemn Caution from the holy 
| Avoflle to all Chriſtians, not to he- 
. liewe every Spirit, but to try the Spirits, | 
; whether they are of God. That is, not 
Rent to believe every Pretender to divine Re- 


velations to be under * 0 Conduct of the Spirit of 
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2 ſeaſonalle Caveat 
Truth, becauſe he himſelf had Confidence enougfi 
to affirm it: but to examine firſt what Right ſuch 
Perſons could make out to ſuch Pretences; and not 
to receive the Dictates of any Man as divine Ora- 
cles, whatever ſpecious Pretences he might make, 
without ſufficient Reaſon to believe him à Teacher 
ſent from God. | 


2, We have a very good R eaſon for the Caution _Þ 


given, viz. Becauſe many falſe Prophets were gone out 
into the World: becauſe many who ſet themſelves 
up for Teachers, and delivered the Devices of their 
_ owp Hearts, or the Suggeſtions of the wicked one, yet 
pretended that they ſpake only as they weve nntted 
by the holy Ghoſt. . 8 
From the Words we may obſerve, 
1. That during the Lives of the Apoſtles themſelves 
there were. many falſe Pretenders to divine Revelation. 
any falſe Prophets are gone out into the World ; 
deceitful Workers, transforming themſelves into the Apo- 
ſtles of Chriſt *. This was indeed a notable Inftance 
of the ſtrong Deluſion to which Mankind is liable; 
or elſe of the Corruption and deſperate Wickedneſs 
of the Heart of Man: that any ſhould dare to ven- 
ture upon ſo vile an Enterprize, while the Apoſtles 
themſelves were living, who had the Gift of diſ- 
cerning Spirits; who had Authority eno' with all true 
Cbriſtians to expoſe ſuch Impoſtors; and who had 
ſo much Power with God, as ſometimes to infli& 
Diſeaſes, and even Death itſelf, on the Children of 
the Divel. But yet it was no marvel (as the Apoſtle 
Paul ſpeaks ) for Satan himſelf transformed into an 
Angel of Light, Tnerefore it is no great Thing if his 
Mini ſters alſo be transformed as the Miniſters of Righe 


— — — — — ee —ꝛ 
* 2 Cor. 11. 13. 1 2 Col. 11. 14, 13. 
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againſt believing every Spirit. * 
teouſneſs, whoſe End ſhall be according to their Nuri 
It would be beſide my preſent Deſign, to enquire 
who theſe falſe Prophets were; or what falſe Doc- 
trines or pernicious Practices they introduced. *Tis. 
enough that my Text expreſly tells us, there were 
ſuch; and that the Number of them was not ſmall. 
2. We may obſerve, that there were ſufficient Means 
for the People of God to know that theſe falſe Pr eten- 
ders to divine Revelations were not of God, For it 
would not have been a ſerious, wholſome Charge, 
but a cruel Mockery in the Apoſtle, to bid them 
try the Spirits, whether they were of God or not; if 
there had been no ſufficient Means or Rules for them 
to diſcern the Spirit of Truth from the Spirit of Erron 

by. The Apoſtle gives them a Rl the follows. 

ing Verſe, peculiarly ſuited to diſcover the falſe 
Prophets of his own Time: and there is enough; 
in the holy Scriptures, to enable us to detect ſuch 
Impoſtors in all Ages; whatever . frong Deluſions 
they may be under themſelves, or whatever Y. 
ceivableneſs of Unrightcouſneſs they may think to con- 
ceal themſelves under from others. p. "at 


f * 

3. We may obſerve, That it was. a Thing of dange- 
rous Conſequence, even for thoſe who believed the divine 
Authority of the Doctrines taught by Feſus Chriſt and 
bis Apoſtles, to think other Teachers alſo to be of God, 
who were not ſo. I ſhall have occaſion in the Progreſs 
of this Diſcourſe, to give ſome Inſtances of the dan- 
gerous Conſequences of ſuch a Miſtake; and theres, 
fore I ſhall, forbear mentioning any at preſent. 
will ſufficiently juſtify the making ſuch an Obſerva» 
tion from the Text, only to ſay, that the Apoſtle 
wrote this Epiſtle to ſuch as would never have be- 
come Chriſtians, if they had not thought the Doc- 
trines taughe by Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles to be 
n 1 : ITE of 


"3 | 


._of divine Wee - and yet, that the Apoſtle aps 


Pious Pretences. 


A feifonble "HY MW 


Prehends them to be in danger from falſe Pretenders 


_ ro divine Revelation: otherwiſe the Warning ini 


my Text would have been needleſs, the Apoſtle's 


Rule of Tryal in the following verſe of no Signifi- 
cancy, and che peo 5 * of God diſquieted and alarmed 


for nothing. 
rn Ir it is 55 Daty and Intereſt even of thoſe wha 


Believe the divine Authority of of the Doctrines taught by 


therefore we way obſerve, 


Feſus Chriſt and his Ap | A 4 examine the Claims of 
any other Pretenders to divine Revelation ; and not to 


yeild to their Authority, unleſs there aper, good Rea- 
ſon to ſuppoſe it divine. That it is their Daty is evi- 
dent from the expreſs Charge of the Apoſtle, to try 


the Spirits whether they were of God. And, that it is 
their Intereſt, is no leſs evident from che dangerous 
Conſequences of the negle& of it; which muſt be 
fuppoſed to render ſuch a Charge neceſſary. 

And now to apply theſe Obſervations to our pre- 
fent Purpoſe. 

It chere were many falſe Pretenders to divine Re · 
velations even in the Apoſtles days, i it will beno Mar- 
vel at al, it there be ſuch in ours: but we may well 
expect it now, when there is no body qualified like 
he Apoltles to expoſe and explode ſuch vain or im- 


And if it was the Duty and Intereſt of Chriſtians 
then, while the extraordinary Gifts of the holy Spi- 
rit were very frequent, not to ſubmit themſelves to 


the Authority of any Pretender co divine Revelati- 


ons, before they had tried and examin'd, whether 
he were of God or no; it muſt much more concern 


i, to take heed'to our ſelves, and be ſuſpicious of 


all Pterenders new,” when the extraordinary Gifts 


. holy Spirit“ ate n ſuppoſed to have 
dens d. yp 


4 " ” 4 * 0 
* - - 2 
be « "* 
. * 


againſt bebtuing every Spiri 7. 


And if while the Canon of Scripture was jet 5 2 

48, the People of God did not want ſoar 
Means and Rules to diftinguiſh between the Spirit of 
Truth and the Spirit of Error; we may very well ſup- 
poſe our ſelves thoroughly furniſhed unto this Work 
Bow. 

Since then we have Reaſon enough to expect Pre · 
tenders to divine Revelation and A ee in our 
days. I ſhall enquire, 

I. Whether there really are any ſuch? And it there 
be; fince we are ſo much concerned and have ſuch 
good Encouragement to endeavour to try the Spirits, 
1 ſhall examine, 
II. Whether they are of God or no? 2 Here then; 
I. I am to enquire, Whether there are any Pretett* 
2 te divine Authority and Revelation: in our Days, 
under this Inquiry I ſhall have nothing to do 
wich ſuch as teach any Religions manifeſtly contra- 
ry to the Religion taught us in the Scriptures of 
the Old and New. Teſtament, For , ſince I have 
long ago proved them to have been given by Inſpi- 
ration ot God; and ſince the God of Truth cannot 
deny or contradict himſelf; it is very plain that no 
Religion can be df God, which is evidently co ary 
to that taught us in the Scriptures. Ind refore 

1 have nothing to do under this Queſtion, with the 
Religions of the Mahometans or Heathen. : Or it I 
had, they have both been formerly conſidered and 
ahne | 
Again, ſince have long ago proved the Inſpira- 
tion of the Scriptures of the New Teſtament as well 1 

as of the Old; 1 have nothing to do with the Jews 
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neither, whom we don'c charge with falſe Pretences 
to divine Revelation, but only with a falſe Con- 
; of the true Otacles of God, 
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1 Nad Covent. 


Al chat I have to do therefore under this Head, is 
only to enquire, Whetber among thoſe that call thentſelvet 
Chriſtians, and admit that the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Teſtament were given by Inſpiration of God, ther. 
are any that pretend to divine. Revelations themſelves 5 
or that ſet up any thing elſe 45 of equal Authority with 
the Scriptures. 

And here the Anſwer is obvious, That among thoſe 
Chriſtians that call themſelves Proteſtants there is a cer- 
tain Set. (and perhaps ſome particular Perſons who 
do not denominate themſelves from any Sea) that 
pretend to divine Revelations: And that the Romaniſts 
generally arrogate a Spirit of Infallibility to their own 
Church ; and pretend to have preſerved ſundry Traditions 
of the ſame Original and Authority with the holy Scrip- 
tures, Now ſince theſe Pretenſions are not only 
known and acknowledged, but earneftly 'contended 
for, by the Parties or Perſons charged with them, 
there is no need of inſiſting here. 

II. It only remains, that according to the Caution 
iven in my Text, we belive not theſe Spirits till we 
Ke: tried whether they are of God ; which was a ſe. 

cond Thing propoſed. | 

But an Examination of them al) rel: lead me 
into a larger Field than 1 purpoſe to 1 at this . 


Time. | 
My only Bufineſs wil) be with thoſe rw or Per- 


fans, who come under the General but Cas it is common- 
2 now uſed) moſt equivocal an Indeſinite Name of 
roteftants, who maintain that God is Pleaſed, in oup 
days, to diſcover religious Truths and Duties to His 
Childrin by immediate Revelations. In oppoſition to 
which I ſhall endeavour Two things, viz. 
1. To ſhow that ir i exceeding unlikely Fant * fuld 


do ſo; And 
* 2. * 


6 


againſt believing every Spirit. 


2. To try the Spirits of theſe modern I 90 


TR, Revelations, by ſuch Rules u the Word of 
fuggeſts tout, By which, 1 think, it will 423 
that chey muſt be numbred with the Prophets 
againſt whom we are cautioned in my Text, | 
1. Tam to ſhow, That it is exceeding unlikely, that 
God ſhould diſcover Religious Traths and Duties to any 
of bis Children in our days by immediate Revelation t 
And that becauſe it is — needleſs, and would 
be of no uſe, but very dangerous if he ſnould. 
Lam nor going here to diſpute,' whether God is 
ever pleaſed in theſe days upon ſpecial occaſions, to 
impreſs the Spirits of any of his Servants with ſtrong 
Apprehenſions of ſome” Events, which it may be 
of greac Importance to themſelves or others, to 
have ſome previous Intimations of; but only whe- 


ther he is pleaſed to diſcover religious Truths and 


Duties to any of them by immediate rr 
which 1 ſuppoſe he is not. 

1. Becauſe it i, altogether needleſs that he ſhould. 
For a Diſcovery. of religious Truths and Duties b 
immediate Revelation muſt be either the ſame wit 
the Diſcovery contained in the holy Scriptures, or 


| another, But another Diſcovery of religious Truths 


and Duties, than that contained in the holy Scrip- 
tures, cannot be by divine Revelation ; unleſs God 
could contradict himſelf. For 1 have formerl 

proved, that the Serptures of the New Teſtament 


give us A full and faithful Account of the Truths 


and Duties taught by Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 
Now the Apoſtle Paul ſolemnly curſes him that ſhould 
preſume to preach any other Goſpel than that of Chriſt, 
even tho” he were en Angel from Heaven. Gal. I. 7, 
8. From whence it plainly follows, that it a Diſco- 
very of 5 Truths and Duties de nou be 
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8 A. ſeaſonable Caveat 5 
it muſt be the ſame, at leaſt in Subſtance with the 
Diſcovery already contained in the Scriptures. And 
then what Neceſſity can there be of it? For why 
may not all the Ends of divine Revelation be an- 
ſwered by a Diſcovery of the Nature and Will of 
God committed to Writing, and ſufficiently atteſted 
to be of divine Original; as well as by a new im- 
mediate Revelation? It would be very unreaſona- 
ble to pretend, that a Man cannot underſtand Truth 
and Duty by an external written Revelation, it it 
be but full and clear enough, as thoroughly as by an 
inward immediate one. Now that the Revelation 
contained in the Scriptures is ſo full as to teach 
every thing which God requires us to believe or to 
do, in order to obtain eternal Life; and ſo clear 
that, if we would but take the ſame prudent Me- 
thods that are neceſſary to underſtand almoſt any 
other Book or Matter of Importance, we need not 
be at any Lofs about it; is manifeſt from what the 
Apoſtle tells us, 2 Tim. 3. 15, 17. that the holy 
Scriptures are able to make us wiſe unto Salvation, thro? 
Faith which is in Jeſus Chriſt : and that the « Man of 
God may be perfect, thoroughly furniſned to all good 
works by them. So that there can be no Pretence 
of a Neceſſity of new immediate Revelations to give 
Men a better Underſtanding of the important 
Truths and Duties of our holy Religion. 
. Nav, in this Reſpect a ſtanding written Revelation 
hath the Advantage of an inward immediate one, 
which is but a tranſient thing; and fo both the Mat- 
ter and the true Import of it may in a great meaſure 
wear out of Memory by length of Time : Whereas 
inſpired Writings are ſtanding Monuments of the 
Wi of God, to which we may have Recourſe upon 
every Doubt or Failure of Memory; and e 
ur-. 


againſt believing every Spirit. 2» 8s 


furniſhed with abundant Helps to underſtand the 


true Deſign and Import of them, of which we muſt 


Revelation. Now it a Man may be more certain 
to have an abiding thorough Knowledge of his Du- 
ty from a ſtanding written Revelation, than from 
an immediate tranſient one, then it appears in a 
ſtronger Light ſtil}, that there can be no Pretence of 
need of immediate Revelations to fill us with the 
Knowledge of our Duty; ſince we are much better 
provided for already in that Regard, by a perfect 
ſtanding Revelation of the Will of God conveyed 
to us in the holy Scriptures: 

Objection. But perhaps it will be objefted here; 
That the Scriptures ſpeak much of the natural 


Darkneſs and Blindneſs of our Minds, and of their 


Inability to diſcern the Things of the Spirit of God, 
until God who commanded the Light to ſhine out 
of Darkneſs, ſhine into our Hearts to give the Light 
of the Knowledge of them. And what can this in- 
RY leſs than a Neceſlity of immediate TIN 
ons 

FIG To which I anſwer; That tho? it be a 
great Truth, that the Underftanding of Man'in his 
natural State is ſo much blinded, that without the 
gracious Influences of God's Holy Spirit it will never 
apprehend divine Truths, in ſuch a manner as that 
the Heart ſhall be ſuitably affected and the Life go- 
verned by the Apprehenſion of them; yet that im - 
mediate Operation of God upon Man, which is now 
- neceſſary to remove the natural Blindneſs of his 
- Underſtanding, and make him capable of diſcerning 


divine Truths aright, is not an immediate Revela- 


tion of divine Truths to his Underſtanding; but 


A. 


be deſtitute in Caſe of any Obſcurity in a tranſient 


only a " HO Removal of thoſe Impediments 
which 
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10 A. ſeaſonable Caveat 
which would not have ſuffered his Underſtanding 
to perceive thoſe Truths in a. ſpiritual manner, 
whatever way they might be revealed to him in, 
whether mediately by the written. Word of God, or 
immediately by inward Revelation. So. that. this 
operation of the Spirit of God upon Man, which is 
now neceſſary in order to a right underſtanding of 
divine Truths, does not at all affect the manner of 
the Revelation of thoſe Truths; but it only affects 
the Faculty wherewith alone we can apprehend them 
after what manner ſoever they are revealed. And 
therefore no Plex for the Neceſlity of immediate 
Revelations can be founded upon the Illuminations 
of the Spirit of God, ſo often ſpoken of in the Scrip- 


tures, it "A | 1 1 

- Again, as an- immediate Revelation of religious 
Truths and Duties is not at all neceſſary to give 
any Man a competent Underftanding of them; ſince 
this End is much better provided for by the ſtandy 
ing Revelation contained in the Holy Scriptures 3 
ſo neither is it neceſſary; to aſſure Men that ſuch Truths 
and Duties are of divine Original. For this alſo they 
have better Aſſurance of from the Scriptures, than 
they could well be ſuppoſed to have from immedi- 
ate Revelation. | 533 

Our Lord himſelf prefers the Teſtimony of the 

Scriptures before the Teſtimony of one riſing from 

the dead *. And the Apoſtle Peter, tho't the Tel» 

timony of the Scriptures a more ſure Word of Prophe- 
cy than what was delivered by a voice from Hea. 
ven f. And the Matter is too plain almoſt to admit 
of any Diſpute, with reſpect to the Scriptures f 
the New Teſtament in particular (to ſay nothing here 
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* Luke 16. 31. 17 2 Pet. 1. 19. | 5 1 


ir leievig . Spirit, ß 


of thoſe of the Old) that the Witneſs God was pleaſ- 


ed to bear to the Religious Truths and Duties con- 


rained in them, by Signs and Wonders, Miracles 
and Gitts of the Holy Ghoſt (not once or twice, but 
for a whole Age together) is a much more rational 
and ſatisfactory Evidence of the divine Authority of 
them, than an immediate tranſient Revelation of 
the ſame Truths and Duties to any particular Per- 
fon, without ſuch 'Signs fellowing to ſupport the 
Credit of it, wel) can be. 6:4 
No if neither ſo diftin& a Knowledge of religi- 
ous Truths and Duties, nor ſo good Aſſurance of 
their divine Original, car! reaſonably be expected by 
immediate Revelations, as we have already by the 
Holy Scriptures; I think it wil) not be eaſy to con- 
ceive, what Need there can now be of any ſuch Re: 
velations. For the great Ends of a Revelation are, 
to give us a ſufficient Knowledge of what we are to 
believe and praiſe, and ſufficient Evidence that it 
1s God who requires theſe things at our hands: both 
which are done already, in the beſt manner that can 
be, by the holy Scriptures.. 1 
But perhaps it will be thought, That tho' there 
be no abſolute Neceſſity that religious Truths and 
Duties ſhould now be made known to any Man by 
immediate Revelation, yet it might be of very good 
Uſe, it they ſhould 3 eſpecially to ſuch as are to be 
Inſtruttors of others : That a ſenſe of the immediate 
Operation of the Spirit of God upon their Souls, in 
revealing divine Things unto them, would very 
much affe& their Hearts, and ſo fire them with a 
greater Zeal and Activity in their Maſter's Service. 
Which brings me to ſay, 79 a 
2. That ſuch immediate Revelationt would be no mort 
ada Slog Mo oa 
BY oubt 


7 2 4  ſeaſonable Caveat 
doubt to be made, but that they would warm the 
Heart and gaxfe the Paſſions for a Seaſon : but there 
is little Raeſon to think, that the Heat would prove 
laſting 3 and none at all to imagine, that it would 
make an habitual Change in the Will and Affecti. 
ons. For God's preſenting Truths to the Under- 
ſtanding by immediate Revelation, and his bowing 
the Will and AﬀeRion:to a Compliance with Duty, 
are Two as different Actions as can be; and have 
no neceſſary Connection at all with each other. 12 
Accordingly we find, that many who: have at 
times had immediate Revelations, have yet lived 
and died very wicked Men. Thus Balaam who had 
often heard the words of God, and ſeen the Viſions 7 
the Almighty *, yet ſtill continued to love the 
- of Unrighteouſneſs as well as ever, even after that the 
dumb Aſs ſpeaking with Man's Voice, had forbidden 
the Madneſs of the Prophet F-' And ſo our Saviour 
himſelf tells us in Biff, that many that have caſt 
out Devils, done many wonderful Works, and propheſied 
in bis name, ſhall nevertheleſs depart from bis in the 
day of Judgment with the Workers of Iniquity ||. 15 
In ſhort, God hath given us ſufficient and abun · 
dant Evidence of the divine Authority of the holy 
Scriptures; and in ſome reſpects better than any 
Man can well be ſuppoſed to ha ve of the Divinity 
of a tranſient Revelation. And therefore as for 
them who will not hear or regard Moſes and the 
Prophets, Jeſus Chrift and his Apoſtles, we are far 
trom having any Reaſon to think, that they would 
be effectually perſuaded or wrought upon by an im- 
mediate Revelation: And ſo ſuch immediate Reve- 
Jation would only ſerve to raiſe a ſudden Commoti- 
— . - — 
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Again believing every Spiri, By 
dn in the Soul, and could be of no Uſe or Advan- 
tage at all to the Intereſt of Piety and Religion in 
it · But I proceed to ſay, . ö 
3. That an Expectation of modern Revelations of res 
ligious Truths and Duties to any of the" Children of God, © 
Would certainly be extreme dangeraus and that both 
to many of the ſuppoſed Subje&s of ſuch Revelati- 
ons, and to many others alſo, 4 
1. It would be very dangerous to many of the ſuppoſed 
Subjects of ſuch Revelations, For though we have all the 
Reaſon in the World to think, that God (who hath 
hen to Men a power of communicating their Tho'ts 
to one another, in ſuch ways as that they may know 
aſſuredly from whom the Communication comes) 
can never want means Himſelf to make known his 
Mind to any of his Children ſo effectually as that 
they may be as certain that the Revelation is from 
God, as they can be at any time that they hear the 
Words of their moſt intimate Friends, when they 
are before their Eyes ſpeaking to them; and tho“, 
it be not unxeaſonable to think, that it any Perſon 
had been once favoured with a true divine Revelati - 
on, he would know the Operations ot the Spirit of 
God too well, to be ever after impoſed upon by the 
Suggeſtions of the Deyil : yet notwithſtanding theſe 
Conceſſions tis very obvious, that were it once ta+ 
ken for granted, that God did in theſe days make 
immediate Revelations of religious Truths and Du- 
ties to ſome of his Children, without atteſting the 
Divinity of thoſe Revelations, by the Gifts ot Pro- 
Phely and Miracles, or ſome other way equally ſa- 
tisfactory (which he hath never been known to do 
in later Ages) the great Adverſary of Souls might. 
ſoon take the Advantage of it, to impreſs Delufiong 
upon the Minds of —_ well diſpoſed Perſons, wy 
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n 2 fefnibie c? 
14 had never yet had any divine Revelations, with fo 
much Force and Subtilty, as to make them really think 
themſelves inſpired of God; when in truth they were 
only made to believe Lyes by the Craft and Power of 
the Devil. And that there would be real and great 
danger of ſuch fatal Impoſitions from the Father of 
Lyes, if an Expectation and Belief of modern unatteſ- 
ted Revelations ſhould once prevail; is evident, not 
only from the dee naehe of the Suppoſit ion, but 


alſo from what was Matters of Fact not much more 
than Twenty Years ago: when great Numbers of Peo- 
ple, firſt in Fance and afterwards in England (and 
ſome of conſiderable Learning and Knowledge too, and 
of unblemiſh'd Life) were ſo far drawn away by the 
Devices of Satan, as to think themſelves under the im- 
mediate Operations and Illuminations of the Holy Spi- 
Tit; until at length in that Confidence they ventured 
fo far at Propheſies and Miracles, as to quite ſpoil the 
Credit of their ſuppoſed Inſpirations. | | 

But theſe things may ſuffice for the Danger to 
which an Expectation and Belief of modern Revelati- 
ons of religious Truths and Duties would expoſe the 
imagin d Subject of ſuch Revelationss It only re: 
mains that = | | 


2. That ſuch an Expeftation and Belief would be er- 
treme dangerous to many others alſo. For if ſome of the 
Children of God were now imagin'd to be favoured 
with immediate Revelations; then whatever hey 
were ſuppoſed to ſpeak unto us by Revelation, ovght 
not to be received as :he Word of Man, but as the 
Word of God. And here a Difficulty would ariſe how 
we ſhould know, who ſpake by Revelation, and who 
did not? For unleſs we could 'know this, we ſhould 
be at an utter Loſs whoſe Words we ought to receive 
as Oracles of God. And therefore for our Conduct in 
this difficult Aﬀair, we muſt either make it a Rule to 
believe every one, whom we look'd upon as a good 
Man, te ſpeak by immediate Revelation, as often as 
he was pleaſed to affirm he did, and we upon Enqui- 


ry 


againſt believing every Spirit. SX 
ry intq Circumſtances could find no. Bange of Fraud e . 
Or elſe every one wha pretended to be favoured with; 
divine Revelations, muſt come recommended to us: by. 
ſuch Evidences of a diving Miſſiog,as might ſatisfy a 
reaſonable Enquirer, that he ſpake not in the Words, 
which Man: - Wiſdom teacheth, but which the Holy 
Gboft teachet h. 5 n : 1 Ta 2 
Na «nſpeakable Miſchiefs would follow to Man tina 
upon the former of theſe Suppoſals. For if we were to 
believe every one, whom we look'd upon as & go 
Man, to ſpeak by immediate Revelatioo, as often as he 
had Aſſurance enongh to affirm he did, and we upon 
Enquiry into Circumſtances could find no B 
Fraud (beſides the ſtrong deluſions ſuch Men would be 
liable to themſelves, as was obſerved under the fore- 
going head) it would open a Door for every bold Im- 
oſtor, who could hyporritically make a fair ſhew of 
|. "rk to impoſe upon us almoſt any Imaginations 
of bis own: Heart , which he pleaſed. And in ſuch a 
State of things there would ſoon be a Multitude of 
| Inſtances of good Men drawn away by. ſuch Deceiv- 
ers, to act directly contrary to the Will of God re- 
vealed in the Scriptures, 4% tek „ 
And that this is nat a groundleſs Surmiſe, but a 
well-founded Suppoſition, | think we may eaſily ſatiſ⸗ 
fy our ſelves, by conſidering the tragical Story of the 
Man of God, who came out of Judah by the Word of the 
| Lord: unto Bethel, as it is reported 1 Kin. 13. He 
was commanded of God to propheſie againſt the Altar of Be- 
thel; and was alſo charged to eat no Bread, nor drink Ma- 
ter, nor turn again by 'the Way that he came . And if he 
could be under any -Doubt, whether God was the Au- 
thor of theſe Charges or no, it muſt be entirely taken 
away by the Fulfilment of the Sign which the Lord had 
| Jpoken, in the renting of the Altar and the pouring out 
of the Apes 3 and by the withering of the King's hand, 
and the reſtoring of it at his Prayer T. Upon this he 
withſtands the King's Invitation, tho' inforced with 
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A ſeaſonable Caveat + 
the Promiſe of a Reward ; and faith unto him, eben 
wilt give me half thine Houſe, I will not go in with thee, 
neither will I eat Bread, nor drink Water in this place ||. 
And yet notwithſtanding this Reſolution, no ſooner 
comes the old Lyar of Bethel, and faith unto him, 1 
am a Prophet alſo as thou art, and an Angel ſpake unto 
ane by the Word of the Lord, ſaying, bring him back with 
thee into thine Houſe, that he may eat Bread and drink 
Mater *; but the Man of God believing him upon his 
bare Word, without any Evidence of a divine Miſſion, 
tranſgrefſes the expreſs Command of God to himſelf 
thro' ſuch Credulity, goes back with him, eats Bread and 
drinks Water in his houſe, and is flain by a Lion (upon 
his Return) for his Diſobediencs to the Word of the 
Lord T. Now if one who was a Prophet might be ſo 
ſeduced to act directly contrary to an expreſs Com- 
mand of God to himſelf, confirmed with ſuch. Signs 
following: by taking another to come with a contra- 
ry Revelation from God, upon his own bare Affirma- 
tion, without any ſufficient Evidence: how much eaſi- 
er may we well ſuppoſe it, for Multitudes of Men of 
honeſt Minds, who are neither Prophets nor the Sons of 
Prophets, to be drawn into Apprehenſions and Practices 
(eſpecially in Matters of poſit ive Inſtitution) dire&ly 
contrary to the Revelations of the Will of God con- 
; gained in the holy Scriptures; if they ſhould preſume 
any Men in our days to be favoured with divine Re- 
velations, only upon their own pretending to it, with- 
out God's bearing them Witneſs in any way whate 
ever. 

And now upon the whole; if it be altogether need. 
lefs, and would be of no good Uſe, but of ſuch dange- 
rous Conſequences (as we have heard) for any of the 
Children of God in our days, and under the Circum» 
ſtances of our modern Pretenders, to have religious 

ruths and Duties diſcover'd to them by immediate 

evelation, I think, we need not be at any Loſs at all, 
to conclude they have not. For it would be contrary 
— — — — — —— 
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to all the natural Notions we have of the divine Per? 


ſections, and to all the Diſcoveries God hath made of 
himſell in his Word, to imagine. Him expoſing His 
Children to fatal Dangers, without any Neceſſity, or 
propoſing any Advantage to them by it. 1 
And if to theſe Conſiderations we add, the frequent 
| Warnings we have in the Scriptures, of falſe Apoftles, 
deceitful Workers, transfor ming themſelves into the Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt, and endeavouring to ſeduce, 4 poſſible 
the very Ele ; and that we are therefore wiſely cau- 


tioned and charged in my Text, not to believe every 


Spirit, but try the Spirits, whether they are of God; I 
think, we may ſafely (et it down for à Rule, that we 
ought not to give heed to any Man's Pretenſions to 
divine Revelations of religious Truths and Duties, un- 
leſs he produces ſuch Evidences as may be a reaſona- 


ble Satisfaction to us, that the Spirit of God is in 


him. 
. If it he demanded, what Evidences are ſufficjent to 
give us ſuch a Satisfaftion ? I muſt defer the Anſwer 
gill God ſhall giy | 
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Beloved, briieve not twery Spirit,, but try the Spirits, 
whether they are of Gad : becauſe many falſe Prophets 
are gone ont into the World. 22 03 EOF. Wifi 5 
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AME Enquiry. now before us is, What Evidence 
are ſufficient to give us a rtaſonable Sati fact ion, 
| that un) Man who pretends to have yeligiom 
Truths and Duties diſcovered to him in our Days by im- 
 mnediate Revelation, hath the Spirit of God in him of a 
Truth? The Anſwer to this Enquiry will lead us in: 
to the ſecond Thing propoſed, which was, 
To ery the Spirits of our ne 
Revelations, whether they are of God or no, by ſuch Rules 
as the Word of God ſuggeſts to us. : 
| And here | think | may truly affirm, _ 

1. That we ought not to reſt ſatisfied in any thing ſhort 
of ſuch Evidences as thoſe by which God was pleaſed to 
bear Witneſs to Moſes and the Prophets, to Jeſus Chriſt 
ard his Apoſtles, in ancient Times, 5 

| fay, that nothing ſhort of ſuch Evidences as theſe, 
ovght to ſatisfy us now: becauſe that God hath as ten- 
der a Care of His Church now as ever; and from the 
frequent and ſolemn Warnings of our blefſed Lord 
himſelf, and his Apoſttes, the Chureh of God ſeems to 
be in as much Danger now as ever of a 

| there: 
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Directions for trying the Spirits, Nc. 
therefore we cannot ſuppoſe it to be the Will of God, 
that his People ſhould give Credit to Pretendets 10 
divine Revelation now, upon weaker Evidences than 
N that they ſhould do ſo in more ancient 
Times. „ „ 

Eſpecially if we conſider, that we have no Intimati. 
ons in the New Teftament, that after the Canon of it 
ſhould be compleated, we were to expect any more 
holy Men of God ſpeaking or writing to us, as they ſhould 
be moved by the Holy Ghoſt. But inſtead of this, the 
Canon of the New Teſtament is ſealed up with that 
awſul Commination Rev. 22. 18, 19. J teflify unto 
every Man that heareth the Words of the Propbeſy of this 
Book, If any Man fhall add unto theſe things, God ſhall 
add unto him the Plagues that are written in this Book, 
And if any Man ſhall take away from the Words of the 
Book of this Propheſy, God ſhall take away his Part out of 
the Book of Life, and out of the holy City, and from the 
things that are written in this Book 
. Whereas if we look back to the Times of the Old 
Teſtament, we ſhall find, That tho' doſes ſays, ye ſhall 
not add unto the Word which I command you, neither. 
Hall you diminiſh ought from it. Deut. 4. 2; yet he alſo 
ſays, Deut. 18. 15. The Lord thy God will raiſe up unto 
thee a Prophet from the midſt of thee, of thy Brethren, 
like unto me; unto him ye ſhall hearken. Now whether 
we underſtand this Prediction of doſes, as the learned 
Grotizs and ſame others do; not of any fingle Perſon, 
but of a Succeſſion of Prophets, as the Exigencies of” 
the Church in the ſeveral Ages of it, during that Diſ- 
penſa tion ſhould call for: or whether we underſtand it 
accerding to the more general Opinion of Expoſitors, 
to intend (eſpecially at leaſt, if not only) Jeſus the 
Mediator of the New Covenant, who alone reſembled 
Moſes in that which was the chief part of his Charac- 
ter as a Prophet, viz. in giving Laws in the Name of 
God, and being the Author of a Body of inſtituted Re- 
ligion Which eves-way we take it, it is a plain De- 


claration, that Propheſy ſhould not ceaſe with * 
ö ” 


Direction for trying the Spiri, 
ut that the People of God might ſtill expect farthe®: 
Revelations from him, fora great while to come. 
And certain it is, That from this or other ſuch Pre 
dictions in the Old Teſtament, both J7ems and Samari- 
tans, how much ſoever they differed in other Points 
in our Saviour's time, yet were well agreed in this; 
that the Meſſiab whom they expected, was to be a Pro- 
phet. 1 know, ſays the Woman of Samaria, Joh. 4. 25. 
that Meſſias cometh which is called Chriſt; when he i 
come, he will tell us all things. And when our bleſſed 
Lord had fed a'great Multitude of Jem with Five 
Loaves and Two Fiſhes; then 17 Men, when they 
had ſeen the Miracle that Feſus did, ſaid, This is of a 
Truth that Prophet that ſhould come into the World.. 
John 6. 14. | oa hs 
Once more, the marvellous Deſcent of the Holy 
Ghoſt upon the Diſciples of our Lord on the day of 
Pentecoſt (as. the Apoſtle Peter aſſures us, Act. 2. 16, 
37.) was nothing but. what was ſpoken by the. Prophet F, 
Joel, And it ſhall come to paſs in the laſt days (ſaith 
God) I will pour out of my! Spirit upon all Fleſh © and your 
Sons and your Daughters ſhall propheſy, & g. 
To conclude, Upon the ſealing up of the Cazor of 
the Old -Teftament, when the Spirit of Propheſy was 
to be with held for a ſeaſon, God charges His People, 
Mal. 4. 4. Remember the Law of Moſes my Ser- 
vant, which I commanded him in Horeb for all Iſrael, 
with the Statutes & Judgements. And yet he had told 
them but a little before *, That che Lord whom they 
ſought ſhould ſuddenly come to bis Temple. And he adds 
here ||, Behold I will ſend you ELIJAH THE PRO- 
PHEI, before the Coming of the great and dreadful 
aay of the Lord, | 2 
Now upon the whole, if we compare the many 
plain Intimations in the Old Teftament of the Return 
of the extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit of God in 
the Days of the New, with the profound Silence — 
Bo E the 
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whether they are of God. * W 


the New'Teftament as to any new Effuſions of the ex#. 
traordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, after the New 
Teſtament-Canon ſhould be compleated ; and eſpeci= 
ally if we conſider how all Expectation of any ſuch 
Thing ſeems to be cut off in the laſt Chapter of the 
Revelation, I think the leaſt Effect it can have 
upon us, muſt be, to heighten our Suſpicions of any 
Pretenders to immediate Revelations of religious 
Truths and Duties from God in our Days; and to ren- 
der it reaſonable for us to expect rather more than leſs 
Evidences that the Spirit of God is in them, than thoſe 

by. which he was wont to bear Witneſs to his extra- 
ordinary Meſſengers in the Days of the Old and New 
Teſtament. And this brings me to conſider, what 
thoſe Evidences were. 1 
No the Evidences by which God was pleaſed in an- 
cient Times to bear Witneſs to his extraordinary eMeſ= 


 ſengers, were principally ſuch as theſe, 


(1+) Sometimes the Beſtowment of an Ability to fore" 
tell Things to come; or to do ſuch Works, as it cannot 
be. ſuppoſed, that God would enable, or even ſuffer, Men 
4 for the Confirmation of Falſeboods in R gligion 1, or, 

th. „ £2 | 

Both theſe Evidences certainly concurred in Mo-. 
ſes : The Paſſages of Scripture which prove it, are 
too many, and too well known, to need to be men- 
tioned. It is highly probable alſo, that both theſe 
Evidences concurred in moſt, it not all, :the Pro- 
phets that followed e Moſes during the Times of the 
Old Teſtament. For as to all thoſe whoſe Writings 
remain, we are ſure, either from their own Books 


which are ftil) in our hands, or from Hints given us 


elſewhere in the Scripture, that they forerold things 

to come. And as for others of them, who have left 
no Writings upon ſacred Record, ſuch as the Man 

of God from Fudah, mentioned in the preceeding 


"Diſcourſe, Elijah the Tiſbbite, Eliſha- &c,) we are 


never: 
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Directions for trying the Spirits, 
nevertheleſs expreſsly told, both of their Predicti- 
ons, and of their Miracles. And if we confider 
the Severity of that Law, Deut. 18. 20. The Pro- 
phet which ſhall preſume to ſpeak a word in my Name, 
which I have not commanded him to ſpeak, even 
that Prophet ſhall die; and the Rule which God gives 
in ver. 22, how the People ſhould know the Word which the 
Lord had not ſpoken;, we may very well conclude that 
God always enabled his Servants the Prophets (at 
Jeaft in their beginning to ſpeak in his Name, before 
their Authority could be eſtabliſhed by the Fulfil- 
ment of their Predi&ions) to give ſome convincing 
Sign to thoſe that heard them (if there was Oc» 
caſion for it) that they had a Command from God 
for what they ſaid ; As we are aſſured, he did in 
the Caſes of Moſes, of the Man of God from Judah, 
of Elijab and others . 5 47 
And therefore when our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt re- 
ſents it, that the Scribes, Phariſees and Sadducees 
once and again a:ked a Sign of him, even a Sign from 
Heaven I]; it could not be becauſe he judged it un- 
reaſonable, that the People of God ſhould demand 
a Sign, of one who ſpeaks to them in the Name of 
the Lord, before his Miſſion from God had been 
proved by any Sign, or any thing elſe equivalent 
to a Sign: Nor could it be becauſe he judged it 
rea ſonable, that He himſelf ſhould be believed to 
be a Teacher ſent from God, without any other 
Evidences of it than his own bare Word. For he 
lays in Contradiction to any Surmiſe like the Firſt 
of theſe, Joh. 15. 24. / 1 had not done among them 
the Works which none other « Man did, they had not had 
Sin; And in Oppoſition to the latter he fays, Joh. 


1 Vid, Exod: 3. 2 Kin, 13. 86874 {| Mat, 12 38,16, f, 
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weiber they are of Col. 
To. 37, 38. F do not the Works of my Father, believe 
me not ; but sf I do, tho ye believe not me, believe the 
Works. And therefore we muſt ſuppoſe, that the 
true Reaſon of our Lord's Diſplealure was, becauſe 
the Scribes, Phariſees and Sadducees (who came 
tempting him, and asking a Sign) very well knew, 
that He had formerly done ſo many and ſuch mighe 
ty Works, as were abundantly ſufficient to ſatisfy 
any, but thoſe who were reſolved not to be ſatisfied, 
of his Miſſion from God, For beſides all his wonder: 
ful Works which they had ſeen or heard of before, 
when they came to ask a Sign of Him the firſt time, 
he had been cafting out a Devil; upon which the 
Phariſees ſaid, this Fellow doth not caſt out Devils, 
but by Beelzehub the Prince of Devils. Mat. 12. 24» 
And before they came to Him the ſecond time, He 
had been filing four thouſand Men, beſide Women and 
Children, with ſeven Loaves and a few little Fiſhes. 
Mat. 15. 34, 38, and yet, as if this was a Work not 
worth regarding, the Phariſees with the Sadducees 
came and deſired him that he would ſhew them a Sigu 
from Heaven, Mat. 16. 1. We need not wonder 
then, that our Lord was angry at the Unreaſonable- 
neſs and wicked Perverſeneſs of theſe Men, And 
that I have aſſigned the true Cauſe of his Anger is 
manifeſt, not only from what hath been obſerv'd 
above, but alſo from His own Expoſtulation with 
them, Mat, 16. 3. O ye Hypocrites, ye can diſcern the 
Face of the Sky, but can ye not diſcern the Signs of the 
Times ? | | 
I think I need not ſay any more concerning the 
mighty Works. with which the e Miſſion of our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt was confirmed from Heaven. Nor need I 
ſay any thing of His Propheſier, which are ſo well 
known, and have been ſo exactly fulfilled, L E 
WY eh | 


P24 Directions for trying the Spirits, 
I ſhall only add concerning his holy Apoſtles, in the 
Words of the Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrew, 
Chap. 2 ver. 3, 4. That the great Salvation which at 
firſ# began to be ſpoken by the Lord, was confirmed to us 
by them that heard him; God alſo bearing them Witneſs, 
both with Signs and Wonders, and with diverſe. Mira- 
cles and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. | 
But cheſe things may ſuffice for the Firſt Way in 
which God was ſometimes pleaſed in the days of 
the Old and New Teftament to bear Witnefs to his 
extraordinary Meſſengers. I proceed to ſlay, 
(2 ) That God ſometimes teſtified the divine Miſſion of 
His Servants the Prophets, by doing ſome wonderful 
Work vimfelf for the Confirmation of it. | 
Not the Prophets, but God Himſelf ſometimes 
gave a Sign. Thus he declares he wil} do to the 
Houſe of David, for the Confirmation of His Meſ- 
ſage by the Prophet Iſaiab, Ia. 7: 14. And thus he 
did alſo in the Cale of the Prophet Jonah: for the 
Lord prepared a great Fiſh to ſwallow up Jonah, and Jo- 
nah was in the Belly of the Fiſh three days and three 
nights. And the Lord ſpake unto the Fiſh, and it vomit- 
ed out Jonah upon the dry Land. Jon, 1. 17. — 2. 10. 
Now tho? the Scriptures have not informed us, how 
the Ninevites came to the Knowledge of this won» 
derful- Work of God, yet we are certain from the 
Ser ip ures, that they are not ignorant of it, and that 
this was a Sign to them of the divine Miſſion of the 
Prophet. For we read, Luk, 11, 30. That as Jo- 
nah was a Sign to the Ninevites, ſo ſhall alſo the Son of 
Man be to this Generation. That is (to borrow the 
Words of Dr. Hammond, with a little Alteration) 
© As the Preaching of Jonah in the Streets of Nine- 
© veh, atteſted with the Miracle of having been 
** three days in the Whale's Belly, and then * 
| | | > 54 8 -.-— = of 
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ve caſt upon the Shore alive, was an Aſſurance to 
them, . without Repentance they ſhould ſpee- 
* dily be deſtroyed: ſo ſhall the Preaching of 
© Chriſt to the Men of this Age, atteſted with His 
© Death and Reſurre&ion aſter three days, be a 
certain Fore-runner of Deſtruction to you that 
© believe not.. Upon which we may obſerve, 
That even our bleſſea' Saviour Jeſus Chriſt Hiraſels 
Had this Evidence alſo of His divine Miſſion, as 
wel) as the others above-mentioned, Por not only 
did He Himſelf prove his Miſſion from God by 
Propheſies and Miracles; but Ged alſo gave Aſſa- 
rance of it unto all Men in that He raiſed Him from 
the dead, But I haſten to ſay, 

3.) That ſometimes the Proof of the divine Miſſion 
of God's extraordinary Meſſengers might be fetched fron 
efAntecedent Propheſies concerning them. 

This Sort of Proof our Bleſſed Lord Himſelf don't 
think it unbecoming the Dignity of His Perſon and 
Offices to have Recourſe to. For after he had ſaid, 
Joh. 5. 36. The Works which the Father hath given 
me to finiſh, the ſame Works that I do, bear Witneſs of 
me, that the Father bath ſent me; He adds Ver. 39: 
Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eter- 
nal Life, and they are they whi2h teſtify of me; and 
again Ver. 46. Had ye believed Moſes, ye would bave 
believed me: for he wrote of me. 

And this was the Caſe of Jobn the Baptiſt, who 
had been ſpoken of under the Name - of Eliab by 
the Prophet Malachi * ; and whoſe Birth and Ser- 
vice had been foretold to his Father by an Angel, 
and a Sign given to eonfirm the Prediction 7. And 


all thefe things were * abroad a all the 
Hilt 
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7 * fer trying the Spirits, 
Hil Country of Judea. And 13 they that beard them, 


laid them up in their Hearts, ſaying, what manner of 
Child ſhall ther be [| ? In fine, 7 che People ſay of 
Fobn, that be did no Miracle, yet they add, that all 
hingt that be ſpake of Chriſt were true * : which was 
an Acknowlec ment that John had the Gift of Pro. 
mu now upon the whole: Since God hath al- 
ways (fo far as we can learn from Scripture) given 
ſome ſuch Evidences as cheſe of the divine Miſſion 
of His Servants, when He expected, that Men 
ſhould believe that they ſpeak by Revelation from 
Him; fince our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt himſelf tho'c 
it neceſſary to have Recourſe to ſuch ſort of Proofs 
that the Father had ſent Him; and ſince ic is rea- 
ſonable for us to expect rather more than leſs Evi- 
dences that the Spirit of God is in ſuch as pretend 
to immediate Revelations from him in our Days, 
than thoſe by which he was wont to bear Witneſs 
to His extraordinary Meſſengers in the Days of the 
Old and New Teſtament; I think we may very 
fairly conclude, that till the modern Pretenders to 
divine Revelations can either prove, that they and 
their Miſſion have been foretold ſomewhere or 
other in the Scriptures of the Old or New Tefta- 
ment; or can make it appear that God Himſelf 
hath given ſome ſufficient Sign of their Miffion 
from Him, like that of Delivering Jonah from the 
W hale's Belly, or the Raiſing up our Saviour from 
the Dead; or till they can ſatisfy us, that they 
themſelves are endued from on high with the Gifes | 
of Prophecy or Miracles, or both, to ſupport the 5 
Credit of their pretended Revelations ; Or can give 
us 


rarer con 1 
| Verſe 65,66, ] Joh, 10. 41. 


© whether ze art of God. 27 
us ſome other as good Evidences as theſe, that God 

is with them of a Truth; they muſt allow us, in 
obedience to the Warnings and Cautions given us in 
the Scriptures, to number them with Men under 
ſtrong Deluſions, or with falſe Prophets and Miniſters . 
of Satan. And to theſe Things | muſt add, | 

2. That upon Suppoſition that any modern Pretender 
to divine Revelation ſhould give any Sign or Wonder; 

et if the Doctrine which it is wrought in Confirmation 

of, ſhould be manifeſily contradittory to any Article of 
the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, according to which Men are 
to be Judged at the laſt Day; or ſhould be notoriouſly 
| Wicked in its Nature; or evidently tending to open the 
Door 10 all manner of Wickedneſs, by ridding us of that 
Fear, not of Man only but of God alſo, which is the Be- 
ginning of Wiſdom ; Tho the Sign ſhould be ſuch an one, 
as that if it had been given for a better Parpoſe, we 
ſhould hardly (if at all) have been able to diſtinguiſh it 
from 4 Divine e Miracle; Tet in ſuth a Caſe the Falſe - 
niſi or Wichednoſs of the Doctrine deſign'd to be eftabliſh- 
ed by it, would be a ſufficient Pooof, that the Wonder 
was not of God, but of the Devil. | 

For we are not more certain that God is powerful, 
than we are that he is alſo wiſe, juſt, good, and 
true. And therefore the ſeeming Greatneſs or Dif- 
fieulty of any Work can never . perſwade us to be. 
lieve it an Effect of Divine Power, if it be wrought 
to confirm a Doctrine, which we certainly know co 
be inconſiftent with God's Wiſdom, Juftice, Truth 
or Goodneſs. But on the contrary, a certain Know- 
ledge of the Wiekedneſs of the Nature or Tenden- 
cy of any Doctrine; or of its Contradictorineſs to 
ſuch Revelations of the Will of God as can never 
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bort Witneſs to by Signs and Wonders, Miracles 

and Gitts of. the Holy Ghoft for an whole Age to- 

gether ; will be a ſufficient Reaſon for us to account 

any Wonder wrought in Confirmation of ſuch a 

. Do&rine, to be only a lying Wonder wrought by the 
Wicked one. For in ſuch a Cale it muſt be more 
evident, that the Doctrine is falſe or wicked, than 
it can be, that ſuch a Wonder could be wrought by 
nothing eſs than divine Power. 

And as it is plain to Reaſon, that no Sign or 
Wonder can be ſufficient to give Credit to a Doc- 
trine, when it is more evident, that the Doctrine is 
falſe or wicked, than it is, that ſuch a Wonder. 
could be wrought by nothing leſs than divine Pow - 
er; 10 it hath been the Opinion of ſeveral pious and 
very learned Men, that it appears from Scripture, 
that God may ſometimes permit ſuch Wonders to 
be wrought for the ſupport of Doctrines notoriouſly 

falſe or wicked, as can be diſtinguiſh'd from the 
1 Effects of a Power truly divine by nothing but the 
evident Abſurdity or Vilenefs of the Doctrine they 
are deſign d to give Credit to. This Opinion they 
found upon that Paſſage, Deut. 13. I, 2, 3. If 
there ariſe among you a Prophet, or 4a Dreamer of Dreams, 
aud giveth thee a Sign or a Wonder, and the Sign-or 
the Wonder come to paſs, whereof he ſpake unto thee, ſay- 
ing, Let us go after other Gods (which thou haſt - 4 
known) and let us ſerve them: Thou ſhalt not hearken to 
that Prophet, or that Dreamer of Dreams: for the Lord 
Jour God proveth you, to know whether you love the Lord 
l your Grd with all your Heart, and with all your Soul. 
| Hence they ſuppoſe (and I think. very juſtly) that 
| God might (to prove His People) ſuffer a falſe Pro- 
phet to give ſuch a Sign or Wonder, to entice them 
to ldd as could not be diſtinguiſh d by — NJ 
thing 
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thing but the Deſign of it, from a true Miracle: be- 
cauſe the Service of the Heathen Gods was ſo abſurd 
and wicked, and contradictory to the Light of Na- 
tore, as to be alone ſufficient to deſtroy the Credit 
of any Wonders, that could be wrought to ſeduce 
thoſe into it who were acquainted with the Reaſonable 
Service of the true God. " 


\ - -* * 6 
* 8 


3. Another Way in which the Credit of any won 
derful Works, how great ſoever, may be deſtroyed, 1s by 
2 exerting a ſuperiour Power in Contradiction to 
them. 


Thus He did in ancient times by the Wonders 
© of the Magicians of Egypt; whom he ſuffered 
©to withſtand His Servants Moſes and Aaron for 
© ſome time; and to do, or ſeem to do, ſome won= 
*derful Works like to theirs; for Aaron caft his 
© Roa upon the Ground, and it became a Serpent, and 
© ſo did they *: and Aaron ſtretched our his hand 
© over the Waters, and the Frogs came up and cover- 
ed the Land of Egypt. And the Magicians did ſo 
* with their Enchantments, and brought up Frogs upon 
* :he Land of Egypt f. But tho' He ſuffered the 
* Magiceans thus to contend with His Prophets, yet 
© he give the Victory clearly on his Prophets Side. 
© For Aarons Rod ſwallowed up their Rods ||, and 
© when the Magicians endeavoured by their Enchant - 
© ments to bring forth Lice, as Aaron had done, they 
t could not; bat were forced to own before Pha- 
.* rack, that it was the Finger of God ff; and from 
© that Time forward ſtrove no more for Victory. 
So that there was no Danger, that either /ſraelites 
o. Egyptians ſhould be led into any Error by the 
Wonders of the Magicians; becauſe God immedi- 
ately enabled his Servants to contradiét and con- 
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found them, by more wonderful, Works on the other 
fide:: And therefore in this Caſe, it was not at all 
inconſiſtent with the Wiſdom or Goodneſs of God, 
to permit the Devil to do marvellous Things; be- 
cauſe He took effectual Care to prevent any Bo- 
dy's being neceffarily and fatally miſled by them, 
and rendered His own Power more obſervable and 
glorious, by ſuffcring the Magicians to conteſt with 
Him for a time. And jt God ever ſhould, for wiſe and 
holy Ends uvknown to us, in our Times, or in 
Ages to come, ſoffer any falſe Pretenders to divine 
Revelations, after rhe working of Satan to ſupport 
their Pretenſions with ſuch Signs and Wonders, as 
could no other way be diſtinguiſh's from the real 
Effects of divine Power; we may ſafely confide in 
his Goodneſs, that He would, as in the Days of 
Moſes, exert a ſuperiour Power in Contradiction 
to them; and not ſuffer thoſe who receive the Love 
of the Truth that they may be ſaved, to be over- 
born with ſuch ſtrong Deluſions. | ; 


1 ſhall only add, 


4. That we can never ſafely depend upon it, if we 
are Strangers to a Man's Character, that be 
comes with a Meſſage by immediate Revelation from 
Ged to us, any further than He confirms the divine 


Authority of ſuch Meſſage by ſome ſufficient Evidence, 


For I have proved in the foregoing Diſcourſe, that 
ſome very wicked Men have heard the Words of God. 
and ſeen the Viſions of the Almighty, and propheſicd 
in bis Name, And yet, if we ſhould believe luch 
a Man to come unto us by the Word of the Lord, 
without his giving any ſufficient Proof of a divine 
Miſſion at that time, only becauſe we have known 
or heard, that he hath ſometimes been favoured 
with divine Revelations; we can't be ſecure, that 
we ſhall not be ferved, as the Mas of God from 

2 | | Judas 


- 


Judah was by the Old lying Sropbet of Bethel. It 


is not enough therefore, that we be perſwaded, that 


a Man hath ſometimes been favoured with imme- 


diate Revelations from God: but we ovght alſo 10 


be fatisfied, that he is not under the predominant 
Power of Covetouſneſs or Pride, or apy other cor- 
rupt Affection, but is one that truly fears God: 
Or elſe we cannot ſafely truſt him upon the Cre- 
dit of former Revelations, any further than he 


gives ſufficient Evidence of the divine Authority of 


every particular Meſſage, which he may preſume to 

come to us with in the Name of God. 1 
And now upon the whole : If you” ſhould ever 

hear of any New Meſſiah, or if any pretended Pro- 


phers ſhould come forth inte the World, in our days; 


the Thoughts which have been offered at this time 
may te improved, as ſo many Directions for your 


Aſſiſtance, in trying the Spirits whether they are of 


God, 0 


1 * 34 
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_ F therefore deſire you would be careful to re- 
member, what 1 hope has been ſufffciently proved 


above; and at I recapitulate on purpoſe to refte 


your Memories: namely,  _.. . 


That you ought not to reſt ſatisſied with weaker 


Evidence of the divine Miſſion of Pretenders to Re- 
velations ſrom God in our Days, than rhoſe with 


which God tho't it neceſſary to bear Witneſs to 
11. and the Prophets, to Jeſus Chriſt and His A. 


poſttes in ancient Times. 
That even ſome of theſe are not alone of Force 
enough to command your Aſſent; but that you ought 
alſo to take in the Conſideration of the Nature and 
Tendency of the Dactrines to Which they may be 


defign'd to give Credit; and of the Conduct of the 
* 


governing Providence of God with reſpect to thems 
3d $4 N E 2 | Tha | 
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3 Directions for trying the Spirits, 


That the manifeſt Wickedneſs of the Nature or 
Tendency of any pretended New Revelation; or its 
Contradictorineſs to ſuch Ancient Revelations of the 
Will of God, as are never to be revers'd, and as 

have been confirmed by Signs and Wonders, Mira- 
* cles and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt for an whole Age 

together; will be ſufficient to ſpoil the Credit of 
any Sign or Wonder which may be wrought for 
its Support; and to prove that ſuch Sign or Wonder 
was not of God, but of the Devil. 


That the Credit of any wonderful Work will 
likewiſe be deſtroyed, if God ſhould exert a ſuperi- 
our Power in Contradiction to it. | 


In fine, that when you are in any meaſure Stran- 
gers to the moral Character of a Pretender to divine 
Revelations, you cannot ſafely truſt him upon the 
Credit of former Revelations; but may reaſonably 
expect, that he ſhould. give ſufffeient Evidence of the 
divine Authority of every particular Metſage, which 
be mar preſume to come to you with in the Name 
of tie Lord, 5 1 . 


And to theſe things you ought to add a Conſcien- 
tious Endeavour to do the Vill of God, ſo far as you 
know it; and fervent Prayers in the Name of Chriſt 
that God may have no Cauſe to ſend you ſtrong De- 
lufion, that you ſhould believe a Lie. 1 


If you ſhall obſerve theſe few Directions, I truſt 
you will not be carried about with diverſe and ſtrange 
Doctrines, but will be eſtabliſhed zpor the Foundat:- 
on of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt Hunſelf 


3ng the chief Corner Stone. 


To conclude: If ſome ſhould ſuppoſe theſe Direc: 
+ Fions to be ncedleſs, and others ſhould apprehend 


1 5 


- 


them to be too rigid; - 

better than in the ſole... 

Lord, viz. If any Man ſhall j._ 

Chriſt, or there; beleive it not. - 

falſe Chriſts, and falſe Prophets, and 

Signs and Wonders, inſomuch that (if it 

ble) they ſhould deceive the very Elect. But tc + 
heed : Behold I have told you before. 
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. K 7 1. wy inperfact read e 
or raiſe read rouſe. | 
I.. 8. read Aﬀfectvone. | "aA 
4 . 19. read Matter. 3 
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Here is now preparing for the 

1 Press, by the Aurhor of the 
preceeding Diſcourſes, may ſhort- 
ly be pied % An Exquiry into the 
Truth of the Doctrine of ie Imputation 
N Adam 5 ful Sin 10 his Poſterity. 
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